| dt the Community- & Fam
- Health Event at the Willa
-munlty Qenter in-Sout
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gééaktfnke@gma;l com
‘ :_;"OU’I‘H BEND - The Commu—
t amily Re ")“rc”t"& Health

ay that:offered support for
north Pacific County
red people stopped by the

" 7 mlgrant Support
n

vWIIlapa*Harbor Community: Center:
in_South Bend:on May 14 to learn
' h 5 ‘i‘é ‘ ' LI i ‘. " )

‘more about how to better adapt to a:

“new community. It was sponsored by
: Famlly Education & Support Servic- |
B es; Acasa Pharmacy, Pacific County::

imigrant Support (PCIS),CHOICE
gional Health ‘Network/Cascade
acific Action Allianice; Timberland

) ‘Reglonal Library, Firelands Work-

sts United, Grays Harbor County
Public Health, Valley View Health
Ce ter, Sea Mar Community Health
rs, Save the Children, Com-"

’group, Pacific County Health
Human Services, Washington

an
"Labor & Industrres and the local food

bank, accordmg to Erika Hersey,
staff member at Pacific’ County Im-

The primary purpose of the in-
formative festivity was, “To provnde

_information about resources avail-
““able in North Pacific County to the
-immigrant community mcludmg ac-,‘

. cess to health insurance, labor nghts
llbrary services, children resources,
“access to healthcare, access to vxsion

evaluation, dispuite resolution, WIC,
“services for children and famlhes, and

pr0v1de COVID-19 and flu’ vaccmes,’f

Pacific County Immigrant Support.

Staff ‘Member Fabrola Mermo told '
the Herald. /

Pamﬁc (,onnty Imrmgrant Snpport k

Health ‘Plan ‘of Washmgton

is rnultl-faceted and 1t is: drtven by 1ts
‘volunteers: Hersey ‘and Merino said
the purpose and philosophy of PCIS is
o provide assistance and advocates
for immigrants in Southwest Wash-
ington. ‘We serve Pacific County s
Jimmiigrant families, : - &
involving 150-plus families. Our
grassroots commumty orgdanization
effectively reaches: the 1mmigrant
comumunity with' culturally and lin-
gmstncally specrﬁc services,’ This
“includes information’ and trammg,
outreach to workplach with sig-
nificant |mm1grant employees and
advocatmg for: systemlc change "‘We
“engage immigrants as community
educators and navrgators elevating

- immigrant voices within PCIS lead-

ershnp and in pubhc presentations.
PCIS prov1des access to’information
regardlng local, state and federal
_services and programs available. We
assist with USCIS N-400 natuiraliza-
tion and DACA® (Deferred Action
*for Chlldhood Amvals) applications.
We prowde CltlZCﬂShlp and English
angliage Acqunsrtlon classesto help
applrcants be ready for thélr civie
‘naturalizatj on test™ e '
"Asked what is'the’ brggest problem ,
facing those residing in-north Pacific
County:that ‘do.not-speak English?. -
See IMMIGRAN TS Page 5
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: g‘u:dance' theyj neegl"

Meérino said, “It 1s‘3hard tocific County,” Hersey said
express their néeds ‘or de< “CHOICE Regional Healil
The: iack of co mu— Network/Cascade Pacifii
n stop | m  Action Alliance, Pacifi(
ot County Immlgrant Supporl

askitig for the assistanc

place wher on ak leadmg the effortto provxdc
lthe ianguage th ma ,rlty acoess for marginalize
~does.” ot and hard to reach popula
. Mering said there are fions of . resources, healtl
programs avéxlable to those mformatlon, and COVID 1¢
who do not speak Engllsh and mﬂucnza vaccinations
“Pac1ﬁc County Imrﬁigranf This effort is repllcate(
support provides- Ehglish in a s‘even counties ‘are:
 Language AcQuiSiﬂOn class- that mcludes Pacific, Gray.
- es”(ELA of ESL) twice » Harbor, Cowlitz, Wahkia
- a week, on zoom: Grays kum; Lewis, ‘Mason, an
- Harbor Community College VThurston WERs
also ‘provides English Lan~ Aﬁ lmmngrants need
. guage Acqmsmon clas§es ” - ing ‘suppott in north Pacifi
. she informed. 7 Countyshould contact PCI¢
“The Commumty & atrinfo@pcisupport.org, b
’FamilyResource and Health - phone at360-342-0014, tol
- Events focus on feachingout - free at 888:306-0547, or the
'to the Hlspamc commuriity. - website: peisupport.org. T
and it is open 1o the ‘whole. - donate to.PCIS; mail a checl
| community ‘so that- eyery- payableto PCIS at PO Bo:
' body learns about services 156, Long :Beach, Wash.
“and resources available‘to 198631, {or donate ‘online a
the commumty m North Pa- pcnsupport org/donate,

e "'.":_.. . _‘.-_../-—--"‘—"'—.—- - -"----l Yoo

i

At the -May' 16 'évent, skin lotioris, water, bar soa)
cnterfainment was- pro‘vlded deodorant; COVID test:
by the'mugidal duoof Buck vaceines, free vision test
and Elizabeth. Sev and much more!
were given away. free to - There were also sever:
anyone who. attended ‘in- rafﬂe items, . including b
cluding, food boxes con- cycles, speakers, tablet
taining br0ccoh, radlshes, toys,-an air fryer, plants 1
“butter, toothpaste, shampoo nameafews ‘

.and conditioner, bags of _PCIS is plannmg onha\
potatoes, cheese, Englnsh mg another information:
Cucumbers, hot dogs, bread, north Pacific Couy
apples, omons, tacos, cloth- : 'July or August at
mg, mtlk chxldren’s books, locatlon to be determmed

q-ﬂ



